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Dear Colleagues: 
 
2011 is the year of the XXII World Allergy Congress (WAC 2011)  scheduled for 4 -8 
December in Cancún, México. An exciting scientific program is being developed under 
the direction of Thomas Casale and the Scientific Program Committee and with help 
from the invaluable feedback and suggestions received from Member Societies.  
 
 A full spectrum of sessions is planned for specialists, trainees, general practitioners, 
and for all those interested in allergy, asthma, and immunology. There will be full- and 
half-day “New Horizon” Symposia, Debates, Expert Interviews and Conversations, 
Hands-on Workshops, Meet the Expert Breakfast Sessions, Sister (Member) Society 
Sessions, Plenary Sessions, Q&A Panel Sessions, Satellite Symposia, University-
Sponsored Symposia, Sessions with Affiliate Organizations, programming by the WAO 
Junior Member Group that is soon to be launched, and Video Conferences and 
Discussions.  In addition, there will be special sessions and luncheons for Allied Health 
Professionals and Fellows-in-Training.  
 
We are also looking forward to what the beautiful location of Cancún  has to offer in the 
month of December. Information is being added to the Congress website regularly – 
updates about the scientific program, social program, exhibits and sponsorship 
opportunities, as well as resources to learn more about this inviting venue. Please share 
with your members the notification that online registration is now open at 
www.worldallergy.org/wac2011/. We ask you also to help WAO forward WAC 2011 
information to your members by including the Congress graphics on your home pages 
and linking them to the Congress website. For assistance with this, please contact the 
WAO Secretariat at wac2011@worldallergy.org. 
 
The start of the New Year is also a good time to explore opportunities to bring WAO to 
your society conferences. Several WAO Member Societies have taken advantage of 
technology that enables meeting attendees to attend lectures and seminars delivered by 
WAO experts live over the Internet. These “Live Webinars”  have been very well 
received, and they offer the chance to include WAO lecturers in your programs in a very 
cost-effective yet state-of-the-art manner. Live lectures are recorded and later archived 
for viewing any time of day anywhere in the world. To see the archive of past webinars, 
visit: http://www.worldallergy.org/educational_programs/webinars.php. For more 
information about this initiative, please contact Sofia Dorsano 
(sdorsano@worldallergy.org).  
 
Throughout 2011 WAO will also participate in and support Member Society meetings 
through speakers and lectures. Upcoming meetings include the 9th International 
Congress of the Egyptian Society of Pediatric Allergy & Immunology, in Cairo, Egypt (16-
17 February), the South American Congress of Allergy & Asthma in Córdoba, Argentina 



(28 – 30 April), and the 2nd International Congress of Southern European Allergy 
Societies, Estoril, Portugal (31 March to 3 April). 
 
To those attending the annual meeting of the American Academy of Allergy Asthma and 
Immunology this year in San Francisco from 18-22 March, I invite you to join us at the 
WAO Member Society Forum . This is your opportunity to represent your WAO Member 
Society in discussions directly with the WAO Board of Directors and to receive  live 
updates on the WAO International Scientific Conference (WISC) and World Allergy 
Congress (WAC), WAO Advocacy efforts and other important  WAO member information. 
The date, time and location of the Member Society Forum will be announced in the near 
future. Please extend this invitation to any Society Representative attending the AAAAI 
Meeting.  Contact Kate Kirchner for more information (kkirchner@worldallergy.org).  
 
Thank you for your participation in the many WAO initiatives of 2010, from scientific 
surveys to comments on the WAO White Book on Allergy. There is much more planned 
for 2011 as WAO continues to work toward its mission to be a global resource and 
advocate in the field of allergy, asthma and clinical immunology advancing excellence in 
clinical care through education, research and training as a world-wide alliance of allergy, 
asthma and clinical immunology societies. It couldn’t be done without you. 
 
All the best, 
 
 
Richard F. Lockey, MD 
President, World Allergy Organization  
 


